								Date:


Dear (Parent/Guardian),


 	(____) came to my office today with a tooth ache. This is not the first time this has occurred. I found ______________________________________________________. Tooth ache can be an indication of many different problems. Dental health is often taken for granted. If a tooth becomes infected it can not only be very painful it can also be a significant health problem. Infected teeth can lead to loss of the tooth, as well as facial and even brain abscess.  I am writing to you because (____)  has been to my office _____ times with this complaint and I would like you to know what we have noticed at school. If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to call. I suggest you contact your dentist immediately.  


Thank you,


							School Nurse (Phone Number)


						or


								Date:


Dear (Parent/Guardian),


	I saw (____) in my office today because he/she injured his/her _____ tooth. This did not result in a broken or displaced tooth, but I feel it is important that you are aware of the injury. Primary and permanent teeth can be loosened by minor trauma. The tooth appears stable in the socket (moves less than 2 millimeters). He/she should avoid biting hard foods such as fresh carrot or apple until all pain is gone. (____) should see a dentist as soon as possible. 


Or… chose one


	I saw (____) in my office today with a fractured tooth (broken or chipped tooth). We do/ do not have the fragment or chips of his/her tooth The chips should be handled by the enamel only and taken with (____) to the dentist immediately.





I saw (____) in my office today with a fractured tooth (broken or chipped tooth).  Because we see a bleeding site or a pink or red dot on the surface of the fracture we suspect involvement of the pulp, the inside of the tooth. When pulp exposure occurs, the blood supply is compromised and the risk of bacterial infection increases significantly. Pulp exposure can be quite painful. We do/ do not have the fragment(s) of his/her tooth The chips should be handled by the enamel (white covering) only and taken with (____) to the dentist. Pulp exposure requires immediate dental attention. 





I saw (____) in my office today for what appears to be a tooth that is partially displaced and appears longer than the other teeth (luxation).  Because emergency dental care was not available, with a gloved hand, I tried to move the tooth into it’s normal position. (____) did/did not experience significant pain. (If significant pain is elicited, the tooth should not be forced.) All injuries of this nature require immediate dental referral. Because of all the structure involved, damage from these types of injuries may occur several years later even with appropriate care





I saw (____) in my office today for what appears to be a partial luxation (a tooth that is partially displaced and appears longer than the other teeth and moved to one side).   In partial luxation the root tip maybe forced through the bone (alveolar process) and the displaced, fractured alveolar plate. All injuries of this nature require immediate dental attention. Damage from these types of injuries may occur several years later even with appropriate care.





I saw (____) in my office today for what appears to be  an intruded tooth (a tooth that is forced into the gum and appears shorter than the other teeth).  Intrusion frequently causes more damage to the preiodontal ligament (which is what holds the teeth to the bone), pulp (the inside of the tooth), and alveolar bone, requiring more complicated management and resulting in a potentially higher incidence of complications. All injuries of this nature require an immediate dental attention. Damage from these types of injuries may occur several years later even with appropriate care.





I saw (____) in my office today and it appears his/her tooth was knocked out (avulsed). We do/do not have the tooth. This type of injury often involves nerve, bone, and ligament damage. Because time is of the essence when dealing with an avulsed tooth, every minute that passes more cells die. The length of time the tooth is out of the socket is directly related to the failure or success of the tooth to reattach to the alveolar bone without root damage. The tooth was re-implanted after ____ minutes. (Note you should not attempt to re-implant a tooth on a student with a compromised immune system)  I handled the tooth with gloved hands, by touching only the crown. (____) requires immediate dental attention.


Chooses one of three alternative plans for an avulsed tooth:


 I gently rinsed the tooth in a bowl of tap water (not placed under running water), the tooth was not scrubbed or scrapped, and it was inserted it into its socket in the right direction. Once the tooth was in place I had (____) gently bite down o a piece of gauze. Re-implantation within 30 minutes provides the best outcome. After two hours, the chances of successful re-implantation are slim.  


OR 


I  was unable to re-implant because of addition trauma, safety concerns, fear, or pain. I placed the tooth in a container of milk or Hank’s Balanced Salt Solution (H.B.S.S.) so that it could be transported to the dentist with him. Re-implantation within 30 minutes provides the best outcome. After two hours, the chances of successful re-implantation are slim.  


OR


I  was unable to re-implant because of addition trauma, safety concerns, fear, or pain. I had (_____) hold the tooth in his mouth so that it could be transported to the dentist with him and not become dried out. Re-implantation within 30 minutes provides the best outcome. After two hours, the chances of successful re-implantation are slim.  


							Thank you,


							School Nurse (Phone Number


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Nurses Quick Reference


The eruption pattern of teeth is important to be aware of when assessing dental injury. It is important to know which teeth are primary and which are permanent. By the time the child is 3 years old they should have all twenty primary (baby) teeth. When a child starts to loose teeth it is call a period of mixed dentition… some primary teeth and some permanent 
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